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WHAT IS THE €]
HOUSE PROGRAM?

“"LA DOLCE VITA"
OVERVIEW

Dreaming of owning a charming stone
house nestled in the rolling hills of
Tuscany, or a sun-drenched villa
overlooking the Mediterranean in
Sicily? What if we told you that, in
dozens of Italian towns, you could
own a home for just €1—yes, the cost

of an espresso?

Over the last few decades, rural towns
across seen dramatic
depopulation.

moved to cities in search of work,

Italy have
Young people have

leaving behind homes that sit empty
and crumble over time. In some
places, entire neighborhoods are half-
abandoned.

The result? Towns face:
o Fewer residents and businesses
« Shrinking local economies
e Decaying buildings that become
safety hazards
e Loss of cultural and architectural
heritage

Rather than watch these towns die
slowly, local governments got
creative. They started offering these
abandoned or uninhabitable
properties for just one euro, with the
goal of revitalizing their communities
through foreign investment.

WHO’'S BEHIND
THE PROGRAM?

The €1 home offers don’t come from
government—
they're managed locally by individual
municipalities. Each town sets its
own:

the Italian national

e Application rules

e Deposit amounts

« Renovation requirements

« Timelines

« Eligibility criteria
This means the process and
obligations can vary significantly from
one town to the next. Some towns run
online auctions, while others assign
properties after an application review.

THE CATCH
(AND WHY IT’'S
NOT REALLY
JUST €1)

While the purchase price is symbolic,
there are real costs involved. Buyers
are typically required to:

e Pay a security deposit (€1,000-
€10,000 depending on the town)

e Present a renovation plan within a
fixed timeframe (usually within 12
months)

o Complete restoration within 1-3
years

o Cover all notary and legal fees

e Work with a local architect or
contractor

Some towns also require buyers to
register residency or prove they have
the financial means to complete the
project. Youre not just buying a €1
home—youre investing in the

restoration of a property and a town.

WHAT KINDS OF
PROPERTIES ARE
AVAILABLE?

The homes available are usually:

o Uninhabited for years or decades
o Often in need of structural repair
o Located in historic town centers
e Ranging in size from
apartments to full family homes

small

Don’t expect turnkey villas with ocean
These are often Dbasic,
centuries-old buildings that need love
—but also offer tons of character and
potential.

views.

A GROWING
TREND

Since the program launched, dozens
of towns have joined the initiative—
and competition is growing. In some
places, hundreds of international
applications flood in for just a handful
of homes. That’s why being informed,
ready, and realistic is key to standing
out.

www.toptravelandfood.com

HOW IT WORKS:
STEP-BY-STEP

Step 1: Choose the Right Town

You'll need to decide where you want to buy.

Not all towns are the same:
o Some have more livable houses
« Some offer incentives

e Others have faster or more transparent

processes
Use official sources to verify:

o Active listings

o Local requirements

o Upcoming application windows

Step 2: Apply Through the Municipality
Each town handles
process. Typically, you'll need to:

o Fill out an application form (downloadable

from the town’s official website)

e Submit a personal statement or motivation

letter

e Sometimes include a renovation proposal

or business idea

e In some cases, participate in an online

auction for available properties
Some towns select buyers based on:
o Quality of the restoration project
o Plans to live locally
¢ Contribution to the local economy

ITALY’S €1 HOUSES: BEST TOWNS, HOW IT WORKS STEP-BY-STEP & HIDDEN COSTS
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Step 3: Pay the Security Deposit
Most towns require a refundable security

deposit, which is returned after your
renovation is complete. This is to ensure

buyers don’t abandon the project.

Typical deposit amounts:
¢ €1,000-€5,000 in smaller towns
e Up to €10,000 in high-demand areas

You'll also need to cover:
o Legal and notary fees (typically €2,000-
€4,000)
o Taxes on the purchase (modest, since the
value is low)

Step 4: Submit a Renovation Plan

After your offer is accepted, you'll need to

present a detailed renovation plan, which

must:

o Follow local building codes

o Preserve historic architecture

e Be approved by the municipal technical
office

You may be required to:
o Hire a local architect or engineer
o Include floor plans and cost estimates
e Prove you can fund the entire renovation

Tip: Some towns assist with connecting you
to local professionals.

ITALY’S €1 HOUSES: BEST TOWNS, HOW IT WORKS STEP-BY-STEP & HIDDEN COSTS

Step 5: Start Renovation
Once your plan is approved, you sign
the contract and begin the
restoration. Typical timelines:
o Start work within 6-12 months
« Complete renovations within 2-3
years

If you miss these deadlines, the town
may:

« Keep your deposit

o Take back the property

o Take legal action in rare cases

Step 6: Final Inspection & Deposit

Refund

Once renovations are complete:

e The municipality conducts a final
inspection

o If all conditions are met, you
receive your deposit back

e You're now the full legal owner of
the property

Some towns allow you to:
« Rent out the property
e Use it as a vacation home
o Or apply for permanent residency,
if you meet the requirements

IMPORTANT TIPS
TO KEEP IN MIND

All documents will be in Italian—use a

translator or bilingual lawyer

o Always visit the town before
buying—some homes are in very
poor condition

o Don’t underestimate costs: expect
to spend €20,000-€100,000+ on

renovations

UNDERSTAND THE
RENOVATION
REQUIREMENTS

Many of the €1 houses in Italy come
with the expectation that buyers will
renovate them within a set period,
typically 3 to 5 years. The town or
municipality offering the house will
have specific renovation guidelines
that must be followed. Be prepared for
considerable work — both financially
and physically. These properties are
often abandoned or in disrepair, and
local authorities want to see them
brought back to life.
committing, get quotes from local
contractors to estimate the cost of
bringing the property up to code.

Before

RESEARCH LOCAL
REGULATIONS

Each town has different rules, and not
all €1 homes are the same. Some
municipalities may have specific legal
building
permits, zoning laws, and restrictions

stipulations, including
on renovations. It’s crucial to contact
the local town hall or municipal office
to understand these regulations fully.
Knowing what’s required ahead of
time can prevent unexpected legal
issues and help you budget better.

CONSIDER THE
COMMITMENT TO
THE AREA

In many cases, you won't be able to
purchase the house and immediately
leave. Towns participating in the €1
house program often have conditions
that require you to live in the property
for a certain period, typically 3 to 5
years. This is meant to ensure that
youre not just buying the house for
investment purposes but to contribute
to the revitalization of the area.

EXPECT
ADDITIONAL
COSTS

The initial €1 price tag is just the
beginning. There are several hidden
costs to consider, including taxes,
notary fees, legal fees, and, of course,
the cost of These
expenses can add up quickly, so make
sure to budget for them before
purchasing a €1 home. Additionally,
many towns may require a refundable
deposit to ensure you begin the
renovation work within the allotted

renovations.

timeframe.

VISIT THE
PROPERTY IN
PERSON

If possible, visit the property in person
before making any commitments.
Pictures and descriptions can be
misleading, and walking through the
property gives you a much better
sense of its condition. It will also help
you get a feel for the surrounding
neighborhood, ensuring the location
suits your lifestyle.
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TOP ITALIAN
TOWNS OFFERING
€1 HOUSES

SAMBUCA DI SICILIA (SICILY)

Located in the heart of Sicily’s wine country, Sambuca is a
picturesque town known for its Arab-influenced architecture,
panoramic valley views, and proximity to both beaches and
mountains. The town launched its €1 scheme in 2019 and
became famous globally.

o Population: ~6,000

e Pros: Stunning countryside, strong tourism appeal, active
expat community

o Notes: Some properties are auctioned starting at €1,
meaning prices can go higher depending on demand

MUSSOMELI (SICILY)

This hilltop town in central Sicily is home to historic
churches, narrow cobblestone streets, and panoramic views
of the countryside. Mussomeli’s program includes dozens of
properties, with many homes located in the old town center.

e Population: ~10,000

o Pros: Efficient bureaucratic support, online listings, easy
access to healthcare and schools

o Notes: Buyers can view properties virtually and even
reserve them online

TROINA (SICILY)

Set on a hill with a view of Mount Etna, Troina is one of the
oldest towns in Sicily and offers a charming medieval
atmosphere. The town offers incentives like up to €25,000 in
renovation subsidies and tax credits.

e Population: ~9,000

e Pros: Financial aid available, rich cultural life

» Notes: Ideal for those looking for a permanent or seasonal
residence

BIVONA (SICILY)

Nestled in the Sicilian hills, Bivona boasts orchards, olive
groves, and plenty of sunshine. The town is known for its
peaches and relaxed rural lifestyle.

o Population: ~3,000

o Pros: Peaceful setting, friendly community, strong support
from local government

» Notes: Fewer tourists, better for those seeking seclusion

www.toptravelandfood.com
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LAURENZANA (BASILICATA)

This quaint mountain village offers spectacular views and
ancient stone homes. Laurenzana’s program is ideal for nature
lovers and those seeking solitude.

e Population: ~1,800
o Pros: Close to natural parks, quiet and affordable living
o Notes: Limited infrastructure, best for long-term plans

OLLOLAI (SARDINIA)

Located in the mountainous Barbagia region, Ollolai was among
the first towns to offer €1 homes. Its stone houses and
attract those immersive

traditions seeking a culturally

experience.

e Population: ~1,200

e Pros: Gorgeous landscapes, Sardinian traditions, slow pace
of life

e Notes: Island location can mean higher transport and
renovation costs

NULVI (SARDINIA)

Near the coast of northern Sardinia, Nulvi offers stunning sea
views, Mediterranean architecture, and historic religious
festivals.

o Population: ~2,700

o Pros: Coastal access, mix of beach and mountain scenery

o Notes: Limited housing stock, homes may require extensive
restoration

ZUNGOLI (CAMPANIA)

Recognized as one of Italy’s most beautiful villages (Borghi piu
belli dTtalia), Zungoli is perched between hills and valleys and
boasts medieval alleys and a 13th-century castle.

e Population: ~1,000
o Pros: Rich history, well-preserved old town, near Naples and
the Amalfi Coast

THE BUDGET EXPLORER’S GUIDE TO ITALY: TRAVEL RICH, SPEND CHEAP
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BISACCIA (CAMPANIA)

A0

Located in the green hills of Irpinia, Bisaccia has dozens of
homes in its historic center. The town is quiet but accessible,
offering a great base for exploring southern Italy.

« Population: ~4,000

o Pros: Multiple homes available, less touristy than other
towns

o Notes: Ideal for DIY renovation enthusiasts

GANGI (SICILY)

Winner of “Italy’s Most Beautiful Village” in 2014, Gangi offers
breathtaking scenery, Renaissance palaces, and deep cultural
roots.

o Population: ~6,500

o Pros: Prestigious history, active local art scene

* Notes: Popular with expats, which can drive up prices of
surrounding properties

CASTIGLIONE DI SICILIA
(SICILY)

Set in the shadow of Mount Etna and near the Alcantara
Gorges, this town offers rustic charm with easy access to
beaches and ski resorts.

e Population: ~3,000

o Pros: Dual-season tourism potential, natural beauty

* Notes: Well-organized property registry, good municipal
support

CAMMARATA (SICILY)

This town’s mayor personally pushed the €1 home initiative,
offering dozens of historic homes with a clear renovation
roadmap.

o Population: ~6,000

e Pros: Active promotion from local government, large
selection of properties

» Notes: Application process may include interviews to
ensure commitment

THE BUDGET EXPLORER’S GUIDE TO ITALY: TRAVEL RICH, SPEND CHEAP
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CINQUEFRONDI (CALABRIA)

Cinquefrondi branded its program as “Operation Beauty” to
restore homes in its historic center. It’s close to both beaches
and mountains.

o Population: ~6,500

o Pros: Beautiful natural setting, strong local support

» Notes: Requires a yearly insurance fee until renovations
are complete

MAENZA (LAZIO)

Just 70 km from Rome, Maenza offers a rare chance to buy a
€1 home near a major city. The town features medieval towers
and scenic hilltop views.
e Population: ~3,000
o Pros: Proximity to Rome and the coast, easier logistics for
expats
o Notes: High interest means quick application turnaround is
crucial

FABBRICHE DI VERGEMOLI
(TUSCANY)

A small village in the hills of northern Tuscany, Fabbriche
offers lush scenery, rustic stone homes, and close proximity
to Lucca and Pisa.

o Population: ~800

e Pros: Quiet Tuscan charm, strong heritage conservation
policies

o Notes: Limited property availability, but a wunique
opportunity in Tuscany

ALBUGNANO (PIEDMONT)

A small village in the hills of northern Tuscany, Fabbriche
offers lush scenery, rustic stone homes, and close proximity
to Lucca and Pisa.

e Population: ~800

e Pros: Quiet Tuscan charm, strong heritage conservation
policies

o Notes: Limited property availability, but a wunique
opportunity in Tuscany
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BORGOMEZZAVALLE
(PIEDMONT)
Nestled in the

Borgomezzavalle is a traditional village aiming to rejuvenate
its community through the €1 house program.

Verbano-Cusio-Ossola province,

e Population: ~300

e Pros: Authentic village atmosphere,
community, beautiful natural surroundings

o Notes: Properties may require significant renovation;
commitment to residing in the village is encouraged

supportive

CARREGA LIGURE (PIEDMONT)

Located in the Alessandria province, Carrega Ligure is
characterized by its mountainous terrain and historic charm.
The town offers €1 homes to attract new inhabitants and
preserve its cultural heritage.

e Population: ~85

o Pros: Peaceful environment, rich history, opportunities for
outdoor activities

o Notes: Remote location; suitable for those seeking
solitude and a connection with nature

OYACE (VALLE D'AOSTA)

This alpine village sits at nearly 1,400 meters above sea level
in the Valpelline valley. Oyace's €1 house program aims to
revitalize the community by attracting new residents to its
picturesque setting.

o Population: ~200

e Pros: Stunning mountain views, access to hiking trails,
close-knit community

« Notes: Challenging winters; ideal for mountain enthusiasts

PIGNONE (LIGURIA)

Situated near the Cinque Terre, Pignone is a charming town
with medieval architecture. The municipality has approved
the sale of €1 houses to restore abandoned properties and
invigorate the local economy.

e Population: ~650

e Pros: Proximity to the Ligurian coast, rich cultural
heritage, tranquil lifestyle

e Notes: Limited number of properties; competitive
application process

www.toptravelandfood.com

PIGNONE (LIGURIA)

Known for its association with historical witch trials, Triora is
a medieval village in the Imperia province. The town offers €1
homes to preserve its unique history and attract new
residents.

e Population: ~400

o Pros: Distinctive cultural identity, scenic mountain
location, artistic community

« Notes: Properties may require extensive renovation;
appeals to niche interests

CANTIANO (MARCHE)

Located on the slopes of Monte Catria, Cantiano is a medieval
village in the Pesaro and Urbino province. The town has
joined the €1 house initiative to restore its historic buildings
and attract new inhabitants.

o Population: ~2,000

e Pros: Rich history, beautiful natural surroundings, active
community events

e Notes: Opportunities for cultural immersion; properties
may vary in condition

MONTE URANO (MARCHE)

In the Fermo province, Monte Urano is known for its
footwear industry and vibrant community. The €1 house
project focuses on rehabilitating abandoned buildings in the
historic center.

« Population: ~8,000

e Pros: Economic opportunities,

infrastructure, family-friendly environment

well-developed

 Notes: Pending release of official housing notices;
interested parties should stay informed

THE BUDGET EXPLORER’S GUIDE TO ITALY: TRAVEL RICH, SPEND CHEAP
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PATRICA (LAZIO)

A medieval town in the Frosinone province, Patrica has
initiated the €1 house program to rejuvenate its historic
center. The municipality seeks to attract residents interested
in restoring traditional homes.

e Population: ~3,000

e Pros: Proximity to Rome, scenic hilltop views, rich cultural
heritage

+ Notes:

Limited availability of properties; potential

bureaucratic challenges

SANTI COSMA E DAMIANO
(LAZI10O)

Situated near the Tyrrhenian Sea, this town in the Latina
province offers €1 homes as part of its efforts to counteract
population decline and revitalize the community.

e Population: ~7,000

e Pros: Coastal location, vibrant local culture, accessible
amenities

o Notes: Early stages of the program; prospective buyers
should monitor developments

CASOLI (ABRUZZO)

Located in the Chieti province, Casoli is a town with medieval
origins and panoramic views. The €1 house initiative aims to
restore the old town and attract new residents.

e Population: ~5,800

e Pros: Historical significance, active community, scenic
landscapes

o Notes: Properties may require significant renovation;
supportive local administration

THE BUDGET EXPLORER’S GUIDE TO ITALY: TRAVEL RICH, SPEND CHEAP
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LECCE NEI MARSI (ABRUZZO)

This village in the L'Aquila province is nestled within the
Abruzzo National Park. The €1 house program seeks to
revitalize the area by attracting nature enthusiasts and new
residents.

e Population: ~1,700

e Pros: Proximity to natural parks, tranquil environment,
opportunities for eco-tourism

o Notes: Limited availability of properties

TARANTO (PUGLIA)

A coastal city with a rich maritime history, Taranto has
launched a €1 house program to restore abandoned
properties in its historic center. The initiative aims to
revitalize the area and attract new residents.

o Population: ~195,000

e Pros: Sea views, cultural attractions, urban amenities

o Notes: Properties may vary in condition; renovation costs
can be substantial

CASTROPIGNANO (MOLISE)

Perched on a hilltop overlooking the Biferno River Valley,
Castropignano is a medieval village with narrow alleys and
ancient stone houses. The town offers €1 homes to revitalize
its historic center and attract new inhabitants.

o Population: ~900

o Pros: Panoramic views, rich history, peaceful environment

e Notes: Limited infrastructure; best suited for those
seeking a quiet retreat

ALTAVILLA SILENTINA
(CAMPANIA)

A medieval hilltop town in southern Campania, Altavilla
Silentina offers sweeping views of the Sele Valley and the
Tyrrhenian Sea. The town previously joined the €1 house
initiative to revive its historic center through careful
restoration.

e Population: ~6,900

e Pros: Rich historical setting, close to Paestum and Amalfi
Coast, traditional rural lifestyle

o Notes: Program currently paused due to limited housing

availability; prior participation required a renovation plan
and a €2,000 guarantee

*
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HIDDEN COSTS AND
WHAT YOULL REALLY

SPEND

THE SYMBOLIC
PRICE - €1

Yes, the advertised sale price is
literally one euro. This is not a scam—
its a symbolic amount used by
legally transfer
ownership of the property.

But as with most things in life, the

purchase price is just the beginning.

municipalities to

THE SECURITY
DEPOSIT (€1,000-
€10,000)

Most municipalities require buyers to
pay a refundable security deposit to
ensure they follow through with the
renovation.

o Typical range: €1,000 to €5,000

e In high-demand towns: up to
€10,000
o Refunded only after successful

completion of renovation within
the agreed time

NOTARY & LEGAL
FEES (€2,000-
€4,000)

All real estate transactions in Italy
must go through a licensed notary
(notaio), who handles:

o Title transfer
o Registration
e Tax declarations

Other legal costs may include:

o Translators (required if you don’t
speak Italian)

« Power
abroad)

o Legal due
(recommended!)

of attorney (if you're

diligence

ITALY’S €1 HOUSES: BEST TOWNS, HOW IT WORKS STEP-BY-STEP & HIDDEN COSTS

RENOVATION
COSTS (€20,000-
€120,000+)

Renovating a centuries-old
house isn’t cheap. Most properties are
in severe disrepair, and some haven't
been touched in decades. Costs
depend on:

Italian

e Size and condition of the home

e Structural integrity (roof, walls,
foundations)

e Plumbing, heating, and electrical
installation

 Interior design and furnishings

Typical ranges:

o Light renovation: €20,000-
€50,000

o Full restoration: €70,000-
€120,000+

e Luxury finish: €150,000+

Hiring  local contractors and
architects is usually mandatory. Prices
vary between regions—Sicily and
Calabria tend to be cheaper, while

Tuscany and Liguria are pricier.

UTILITIES,
INSURANCE &
TAXES

Even before you move in, you'll need
to budget for:

o Connection fees for water, gas,
and electricity

e Basic property
(recommended)

o Annual local property taxes (IMU)

insurance

e Garbage collection and service
taxes
Expect €500-€2,000 per vyear

depending on location and size.

www.toptravelandfood.com

OPTIONAL BUT
COMMON COSTS

o Travel costs to and from Italy (you'll need
to visit at least once)

e Temporary accommodation during the
renovation

o Interior furnishing

o Lawyer and project management if you
aren’t local

o Hiring a geometra (required to get
renovation permits)

SAMPLE BUDGET
BREAKDOWN
(REALISTIC CASE)

CATEGORY ESTIMATED COST
Purchase price €1

Deposit (refundable) €5,000

Legal & notary fees €3,000

Basic renovation £€45,000

Utilities + setup €1,500
Furnishing €7.000

Total Estimated Cost €61,501

IS IT REALLY €1?

Technically, yes. But realistically? Expect to
spend €30,000 to €120,000 depending on
the size and scope of your project. The €1 is
just the entry fee—the real investment is in
restoration, planning, and patience.

Still, for many, it's worth every penny—you
get to own a piece of Italy, breathe life into
an abandoned home, and maybe even build
a new lifestyle from the ground up.
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TIMEFRAME FOR
RENOVATIONS

Time is of the essence when purchasing a €1 home. Most
municipalities require renovations to be completed within 2-3
years, with strict deadlines for starting work.

Renovation Deadlines:

o Start Work Within 6-12 Months: After purchasing the
property, you are typically required to begin renovations
within 6 to 12 months. This prevents the houses from
remaining abandoned for long periods.

o Complete Renovation in 2-3 Years: The total renovation
must be completed within 2 to 3 years of the purchase date.
Some towns are stricter, requiring full completion within 2
years.

o Extensions: In some cases, an extension can be requested,
but this is not always guaranteed and depends on the
municipality’s discretion. Always communicate early with the
local authorities if you foresee delays.

Consequences of Delays:

e Lose Your Deposit: If renovations are not completed within
the set timeframe, you may lose your security deposit
(usually between €1,000 and €10,000).

o Possible Legal Action: In extreme cases, failure to meet
renovation deadlines can lead to the property being

reclaimed by the municipality.

THE BUDGET EXPLORER’S GUIDE TO ITALY: TRAVEL RICH, SPEND CHEAP
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RENOVATION
RULES AND
REQUIREMENTS

Here, we dive deep into the essential aspects of renovating a

€1 house, covering everything from required permits to safety
regulations, and the timeframes you must adhere to. Whether
you are a seasoned renovator or a first-time buyer, this
chapter will provide you with all the necessary information to
avoid costly mistakes and ensure a successful renovation.

THE LEGAL FRAMEWORK FOR
RENOVATIONS

Before starting any renovation work, it's essential to
understand the legal framework behind building permits, local
regulations, and the overall renovation process in Italy. The
specific requirements will depend on the municipality you've
purchased your €1 house in, but there are some universal
rules.

Key Documents You'll Need:

* Renovation Project Plan: Almost all municipalities require a
detailed renovation plan to be submitted before any work
begins. This plan must outline the scope of the renovation,
including structural, electrical, plumbing, and aesthetic
changes.

e Building Permits: Depending on the scale of the
renovation, you may need to apply for one or more
building permits (permesso di costruire). The complexity
of the permits will depend on the historical significance of
the house and the changes you intend to make.

o Technical Certification: A qualified architect or geometra
(a type of Italian surveyor) is typically required to oversee
the renovation. They will ensure that all work complies
with local building codes and can provide the necessary
technical documentation.

o Health and Safety Inspections: If major structural changes
are being made, you may need to pass health and safety
inspections to ensure that the home is safe for living.

Approval Process:

e Submit to the Municipality: Once your renovation plan and
documents are prepared, you'll need to submit them to the
local municipality. The municipality will review your plans
to ensure they comply with local zoning and building
codes.

e Waiting Period: This review process can take several
weeks to months, depending on the complexity of the
renovation and the workload of local authorities.

o Approval or Rejection: If your plans meet all necessary
regulations, you will receive approval. If not, you'll need to
make amendments to your plans and resubmit them.

ANY PARTIAL OR TOTAL REPRODUCTION OF THE CONTENT IS PROHIBITED - ALL RIGHTS RESERVED
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TYPES OF RENOVATION WORK
AND RESTRICTIONS

Renovating a €1 house isn't just about aesthetics—it involves
ensuring that the property meets modern living standards,
including electricity, water supply, and safety codes.

Structural Changes

e Major Structural Work: Significant changes to the structure
(e.g., moving walls, altering the roof) will require extensive
permits and technical supervision.

o Historical Preservation: In towns with historic centers, there
may be strict rules on what you can and can’t change. For
example, you might be prohibited from altering the exterior
of the building if it's deemed historically significant. Always
check if your house is in a protected area (zona vincolata).

Interior Renovations

o Plumbing & Electrical: Modern plumbing and electrical
installations are usually required to meet safety standards.
These types of work must be done by licensed professionals
and must be inspected.

» Insulation: Some towns will require that homes be insulated
according to modern energy efficiency standards. This could
include new windows, better roofing materials, or insulation
in the walls.

Aesthetic Restrictions

o Facade Work: Many Italian towns have guidelines regarding
the aesthetic appearance of homes, particularly in historical
centers. You may be required to maintain the original facade
or use materials that blend with the town’s historic
character.

e Color Restrictions: Some towns enforce rules about the
colors that can be used for paint and materials to maintain
aesthetic harmony with the surrounding area.

Accessibility

o Disability Access: While this requirement is not always
mandatory for historic properties, you may need to make
efforts to meet accessibility standards for people with
disabilities, especially if you intend to rent out or sell the
house.

HEALTH AND SAFETY
REGULATIONS

Key Regulations to Follow:

o Fire Safety: Properties must meet fire safety regulations.
This includes proper fire exits, smoke detectors, and the use
of fire-resistant materials.

o Structural Safety: A structural engineer will need to sign off
on major alterations to ensure that the building is safe and
sound for habitation.

o Energy Efficiency: Some towns may require that the home
meet specific energy efficiency standards, including the
installation of energy-efficient appliances and insulation.

www.toptravelandfood.com

HIRING CONTRACTORS AND
PROFESSIONALS

Renovating a €1 house in Italy often requires specialized
knowledge of both Italian building regulations and the local
construction market. Hiring the right professionals is critical to
ensuring a smooth renovation process.

Key Professionals to Hire:

o Geometra (Surveyor): A geometra is required to create and
submit renovation plans to the municipality. They will also
be responsible for ensuring that the work complies with
local regulations.

o Architect: For significant renovations or design changes, you
may need to hire an architect. They'll help with the overall
design and ensure that the property meets safety and
aesthetic standards.

Local contractors

« Contractors: (builders,

electricians) will carry out the actual renovation work. It's

plumbers,

essential to hire experienced professionals who understand
both local materials and the regulations specific to the town.
o Legal Assistance: Given the complexity of dealing with
bureaucracy in Italy, hiring a local lawyer to assist with
paperwork and contracts can help avoid any legal issues.

10A
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IS T WORTH [T7
(REALISTIC EXPECTATIONS)

Life After the Purchase - What to
Expect Living in a €1 House Town. So,
you've purchased your dream (€1)
home in a charming Italian town,
completed the renovations, and are
now ready to start your new life in
Italy. But what’s life really like once
the dust has settled and you've hung
up your new Italian street signs?

Here we dive into the day-to-day
realities of living in one of these €1
house towns. From the community
vibe to practicalities like groceries and
healthcare, here'’s

expect.

what you can

SMALL TOWN
LIVING -
EMBRACE THE
SLOW LIFE

One of the most attractive aspects of
living in small Italian towns is the
chance to escape the hustle and bustle
of big cities. In these €1 house towns,
life moves at a slower pace, and you'll
likely find yourself immersed in:

e Peaceful surroundings: Rolling
hills, historic streets, and stunning
natural landscapes.

o Tight-knit
towns are welcoming, with locals

communities: Many
eager to meet newcomers who can
help revitalize their community.

e Quiet evenings: Fewer cars, less
noise, and more time to enjoy
dinner with family or walk through
town under the stars.

But keep in mind:

o Limited nightlife: Expect fewer
bars, clubs, or late-night activities.
¢ Reduced Many
towns might not have 24 /7 stores

services: small

or amenities. Youll need to plan
ahead!

ACCESS TO
ESSENTIALS -
GROCERY
SHOPPING AND
DAILY NEEDS

While small towns are often charming,
they can be lacking in amenities
compared to larger cities. Here’s what
you can expect:

o Grocery stores: Many towns have
a local alimentari (grocery store),
but selection may be limited. If
youre used to international food
items, you might need to visit
nearby cities for special
ingredients.

e Local markets: Most towns have
weekly or monthly markets where
you can

cheeses, and meats from local

find fresh produce,

farmers.

o Healthcare: Basic  healthcare
services are available in small
towns, but for specialized
treatments, you may need to travel
to a larger city. Some towns also
have public health clinics or local

doctors.

For larger stores, be prepared to drive
to nearby towns or cities. The Italian
countryside is beautiful, but rural
areas might require more driving for
some conveniences.

THE LOCAL
COMMUNITY -
BUILDING
RELATIONSHIPS

e Warm welcomes: Italian towns
tend to be friendly, and locals are
often keen to get to know new
residents, especially those who are

restoring houses.

www.toptravelandfood.com

o Community events: Many towns host

festivals, markets, and events that bring
people  together. great
opportunities to meet people and immerse
yourself in local culture.

o Language barrier: While many Italians
speak  English, particularly younger
generations, you might need to learn
Italian for easier communication and to
fully integrate. It's definitely helpful for
daily life, shopping, and understanding
local customs.

These are

ACCESS TO
NATURE AND
OUTDOOR
ACTIVITIES

Living in a small town often means you're
closer to nature. From vineyards and olive
groves to rolling hills and hiking trails, here
are some activities you can enjoy:

o Hiking and biking: Italy’s landscapes are
perfect for outdoor enthusiasts. Many

are near mountain ranges or
national parks.

o Agritourism: farms,
vineyards, and olive groves offering tours
and products. You may even be able to get

towns

Discover local

involved in the production of olive oil,
wine, or cheese!

o Beaches: If you're in a coastal area, you're
just a short drive away from the sea.
Sardinia, Sicily, and Amalfi Coast towns are
particularly popular for beach lovers.

‘Ypﬂ_ &(,§
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TRAVEL AND CONNECTIVITY |
- HOW TO GET AROUND

Small towns can feel a bit isolated at times, so here’s what
you can expect regarding transportation:

o Car required: Most small Italian towns, especially those
offering €1 houses, are best explored by car. Public
transportation is often sparse, so youll need your own
vehicle to get around.

e Access to larger cities: You'll be close to regional hubs—
most small towns are an hour or two away from major
cities like Palermo, Catania, or Naples.

e Train and bus services: Many towns are connected by
regional trains and buses. However, schedules can be
infrequent, especially in rural areas.

CHALLENGES YOU MIGHT
FACE - IS IT WORTH IT?

Living in a small town offers many rewards, but it's not all
sunshine and gelato. Here are some challenges you might
face:

o Limited work opportunities: If youre planning to work
in a local job, opportunities might be few and far
between. This is a common challenge for remote workers
who choose to live in a €1 home town.

o Social life: While you'll have a close-knit community, you
may miss the energy and variety of life in larger cities.

o Infrastructure: Some rural areas may have less advanced
infrastructure, meaning you might experience occasional
power outages or slower internet speeds.

However, these challenges often come with huge benefits:
o Affordable living compared to big cities

o Fewer distractions — a great environment for relaxation
or creativity

» Incredible natural beauty right outside your door

REMOTE WORK AND DIGITAL
NOMAD LIFEIN A €1 HOUSE
TOWN

If you're a digital nomad or remote worker, a €1 house could be
your dream come true. Many of these towns are actively
promoting their remote work-friendly lifestyle. Here’s why:

o Peaceful environment: Perfect for focusing on your work
without the noise of city life.

o Affordable rent: Low living costs in rural Italy mean you can
work with fewer financial pressures.

« Community engagement: Some towns even offer co-
working spaces and incentives for remote workers to stay
and contribute to the local economy.

However, keep in mind that internet speed and reliability can
vary, and some areas might not be equipped with fiber-optic

networks.
10p
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TIPS, RISKS, AND
ANSWERS  TO
MOST  COMMON
QUESTIONS

YOUR

TIPS FOR A SMOOTH €1
HOUSE PURCHASE

Here are our top 5 tips to ensure that your experience buying a
€1 home is as seamless and rewarding as possible:

Tip #1: Visit the Town Before You Commit

While the allure of a €1 home may be strong, don't make any
decisions without visiting the town first. You need to
understand the local culture, infrastructure, and community
dynamics. Take time to meet locals and talk to others who have
purchased houses.

Tip #2: Budget More Than You Think

Many buyers underestimate the cost of renovation and the time
it takes to complete the project. While the house may cost €1,
the total cost (purchase, legal fees, renovation, and living
expenses) can range between €30,000 to €120,000 or more.
Always have a contingency fund for unexpected costs.

Tip #3: Hire Local Professionals

It’s essential to hire local contractors, architects, and engineers
familiar with local building codes and regulations. They'll be
more reliable and knowledgeable about dealing with the
municipal bureaucracy. Hiring professionals also helps you
avoid costly mistakes.

Tip #4: Start Renovating as Soon as Possible

Once your purchase is complete, don't delay the renovation.
Many municipalities require you to start work within 6 to 12
months and to complete it in 2-3 years. Procrastinating could
result in losing your deposit or the property itself.

Tip #5: Understand the Local Laws and Requirements

Each municipality has different rules for the €1 house program.
Some require you to submit a renovation plan right away, while
others have more flexibility. Be sure to fully understand what’s
expected of you before committing to avoid unexpected
hurdles.

COMMON QUESTIONS
ABOUT BUYING €1 HOUSES

Can I really live in the house for €1?

Yes, but only after you've paid a refundable deposit (typically
€1,000-€5,000), and your house must meet the local
renovation requirements. The €1 is a symbolic price to transfer
ownership, but the real cost lies in the renovation.

Can I rent out my €1 house?

Yes, but it depends on the municipality’s rules. Some towns
allow buyers to turn their homes into short-term rentals or
(like bed-and-breakfasts). Others
restrictions on commercial activity or require special permits.

businesses may have

ITALY’S €1 HOUSES: BEST TOWNS, HOW IT WORKS STEP-BY-STEP & HIDDEN COSTS
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What are the renovation requirements?
Each town has different renovation rules, but in most cases,
you'll need to:

o Submit a detailed renovation plan
o Start work within 6-12 months

o Complete renovations within 2-3 years

The cost of renovation can vary widely, depending on the state

of the house and your design choices.

How do I pay taxes on a €1 house?

Even though the property was bought for €1, you still have to
pay annual property taxes (IMU), as well as local service taxes
(such as waste collection). These taxes are usually quite low but
vary depending on the municipality.

What happens if I don’t finish the renovation on time?

Failure to meet the renovation deadlines can result in losing
your security deposit, and in some cases, the municipality may
take legal action to recover the property. Always plan your
renovation timelines carefully and have a contingency plan in
case things go wrong.

Can I resell the property after renovation?

Yes, but it can be a little bit difficult. Many of these towns are
in remote areas with limited demand. However, if the town
attracts new residents or becomes a tourist destination, your
property could increase in value. If youre planning to resell,
ensure that you're able to make a profit in the long term.
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